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Shalom and Shana Tova!

A new year, a new beginning - what a great opportunity to wish you good health and to share our most 
recent updates with you! So, please sit back and take the time to read all about what’s new in Chiburim! 

                                                                                                                            Fondly,

 Judi and Roy Stern  

Founders, Chiburim

Chiburim for members with emotional difficulties

As you know, one of our main goals at Chiburim is to establish a service for members dealing with 
emotional difficulties and to help them through the dating process and 
relationship building. Although it is much needed, such a service does not exist 
in Israel and we plan to be pioneers in this field. Following a lengthy screening 
process, and with the professional  approval of Liora Harel, our dedicated board 
member, we are happy to announce that Ella Zohar was hired as our part time 
coordinator for this program. Ella comes to us after many years of working with 
emotionally challenged adults in some of Israel’s leading rehabilitation centers 
focusing on integrating them into the community and mainly through job 
placement. She is familiar with the relevant organizations and government 
agencies in the field of the emotionally challenged and is absolutely energized 
to develop the new model and see it implemented. In her words: “ I believe that every person has the right 
to be an integral part of society as well as the right to have a romantic relationship. Chiburim is going to 
provide a unique solution in the field of dating for the emotionally challenged. I plan to do so through 
professional collaborations with various rehabilitation organizations which are active in the community, so 
as to establish a support network for our members, throughout their entire searching process.” 

We welcome Ella in joining our team and wish her much success in this important task.

Ella Zohar, Coordinator for Emotional
Difficulties Program at Chiburim



Volunteer Recruitment and Training

As our membership database gradually grows (now over 370 active members) we are constantly 
recruiting new facilitators. To ensure quality control and to provide the best possible service to our 
members, each potential volunteer goes through a screening process, which is often quite time 
consuming for our staff, but nevertheless essential.  In the last   3 months there were about 50  
applications by potential volunteers. Of them, 23 have gone through the entire screening process and 
have participated in our in-house Chiburim training sessions, becoming a part of our facilitators 
community! We cherish each one as they are the face of Chiburim for our members.

A spotlight on Rosa Kon

Rosa Kon is one of our veteran volunteers. She has been with us 
almost from the very beginning, bringing her energetic personality to 
every volunteer training and event and most important - dedicating 
her heart and soul to the Chiburim members she is facilitating. In her 
own words, Rosa chose to share with us the exciting story of Dana 
and Aviad (real names disguised): “I joined Chiburim when it was 
first established. My goal was to facilitate members with emotional 
difficulties. Among the members that I was assigned to was Aviad.  
An extremely nice young guy, who was very quiet and modest. 
During our first meeting I realized that although Aviad had gone 
through some difficult phases in his life, he did not break. He 
exhibited  tranquillity and self-confidence. I understood that he was 
ready for a serious relationship. He knew exactly what he was 
looking for, and did not have unreasonable requirements. As soon 
as our meeting was over, I went into Chiburim’s database to 
search for a match! At first I helped Aviad to update his photo so 
that he would be best represented once a potential match would come up. The first couple of weeks were 
tough. I barely found potential matches, and those that I suggested, he turned down….One day, I saw a 
new profile of a young woman who was updated in the database that same day - Dana. She seemed 
lovely and a perfect match! When I called up Dana’s facilitator, she was excited to say that Aviad came 
up as a first match for Dana too! We did not wait any longer, and sent them each a photo of the other with 
warm recommendations… . Fortunately, they connected immediately! That was exactly a year ago, right 
before Rosh Hashana. Dana and Aviad have been together since then. They spend most of their time 
together, have travelled abroad a few times and are now considering moving in together. I know that their 
relationship is based upon a lot of patience on both sides.

    Rosa Kon receiving the Chiburim Award for Volunteers
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A special Rosh Hashana Event for our Donors and Supporters

Right before Rosh Hashana we had a great opportunity to 
welcome the new  year together - volunteers, board members 
and donors. Hosted by our board member, Ayelet Ayalon, the 
first part of the evening was dedicated to an advanced training 
session for our facilitators, focusing on providing practical tools 
to enable them to help our members find “the right person”. 
After a short break and a delicious light dinner we all had the 
privilege of listening to Rabbi Benji  Levene (grandson of the 

late Tzadik, Reb Aryeh Levene) who shared some fascinating 
stories, anecdotes and important life lessons with us. Rabbi Benji 
was such an inspiration to us all that we simply did not want him to 
stop! He was able to reach every person in the room in the most 
profound way - it was like magic! We ended the lovely evening on 
a happy note with wine and the traditional apple with honey 
wishing Am Yisrael a Shana Tova Umetuka! 

I am so happy for Dana and Aviad and am grateful to Chiburim for giving me the opportunity to help 
someone else become happy! What a great feeling it is for me!”
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Wishing all of our friends and donors a Healthy and Happy New Year!

From the staff of Chiburim

 Yael  Shapira, C.E.O & Rotem Sameah, Professional Manager.


